CHAPTER FIFTEEN

The Depression, 1930

In the spring of 1929 the second Labour Government came
quietly into office, as a natural election swing-over in two-party
government. It held 289 seats, against the Conservatives' 260;
however, the Liberals held the scales balanced with their 58.
That women workers above the age of twenty-one were allowed
to vote, under the Act of 1928, aroused little comment during the
election; though the Flapper Vote outcry in the Daily Mail in
the spring of that year had been extremely violent. The Labour
ministers were no longer accused of being almost Bolshevists:
indeed, the Bolshevists themselves had become respectable.
Punch, in February 1929, published a cartoon which showed
John Bull saying: This impossible Bolshie,' and the Bolshie:
This impossible bourgeois,' and then both: 'Well, my friend,
what about business?1
At first the Labour Government was popular. Philip Snow-
den, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, took a firm stand over the
problem of French war debts to Britain, which made him a
national hero. British upper-class resentment against the get-
rich-quick habits of French hotel-keepers and the 'service, mon-
sieur, service, monsieur' of attendants at French theatres had been
growing for some years. The beaten French fulminated against
Snowden's 'terrible accountancy'; and the Select Press doubted
whether the mere million or two of pounds sterling in question
were worth the loss of good feeling between the two countries.
Another popular act of the Labour Government was the with-
drawal of the last British troops from the Rhine, authorized by
246